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lo The Order of Holy Coininu7iion.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY.

ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts are

open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid ; Cleanse the thoughts of

our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily

magnify thy holy Name ; through Christ our

Lord. Amen.

IT Then shall the Minister, turnitig to the People, rehearse

distinctly The Ten Commandments ; and the People, still

kneeling, shall, after every CoiiD/iandment, ask God
mercy for their transgressions for the time past, and
grace to keep the lawfor the time to come.

II The Decalogue may be omitted, provided it be said once

on each Sunday. But Note, That whenever it is

omitted, the Minister shall say the Sutnmary of the

Law, beginning. Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.
Minister.

GOD spake these words, and said : I am
the Lord thy God ; thou shalt have none

other gods but me.

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and in-

cline our hearts to keep this law.

Minister. Thou shalt not make to thyself

any graven image, nor the likeness of any thing

that is in heaven above, or in the earth be-

neath, or in the water under the earth ; thou

shalt not bow down to them, nor worship

^



The Order ofHoly Comvitmion. ii

them ; for I the Lord thy God am a jealous

God, and visit the sins of the fathers upon the

children, unto the third and fourth generation

of them that hate me ; and show mercy unto

thousands in them that love me and keep my
commandments.

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and in-

cline our hearts to keep this law.

Minister. Thou shalt not take the Name of

the Lord thy God in vain ; for the Lord will

not hold him guiltless, that taketh his Name
in vain.

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and in-

cline our hearts to keep this law.

Minister. Remember that thou keep holy

the Sabbath-day. Six days shalt thou labour,

and do all that thou hast to do ; but the seventh

day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. In

it thou shalt do no manner of work ; thou, and

thy son, and thy daughter, thy man-servant,

and thy maid-servant, thy cattle, and the stran-

ger that is within thy gates. For in six days

the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea,' and

all that in diem is, and rested the seventh day

:

wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh day,

and hallowed it.

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and in-

cline our hearts to keep this law.
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TT Then shall be said the Collect of the Day. And imme-
diately after the Collect the Minister shall read the

Epistle, saying, The Epistle [or The portion of Scripture

appointed for the Epistle] is written in the — Chapter of

, beginning at the — Verse. And the Epistle ended,

he shall say. Here endeth the Epistle. Then, the People

all standing up, shall he read the Gospel, saying. The
Holy Gospel is written in the — Chapter of , beginning

at the — Verse.

IT Here shall be said or sung.

Glory be to thee, O Lord.

IT Then shall be said the Creed commonly called the

Nicene, or else the Apostles' Creed ; but the Creed may
be omitted, if it hath been said immediately before in

Morning Prayer ; Provided, That the Nicene Creed

shall be said o>i Christmas-day, Easter-day, Ascension-

day, Whitsunday, and Trinity-Sunday.

THE NICENE CREED.

I
BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth, And of all

things visible and invisible :

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-

begotten Son of God ; Begotten of his Father

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,

Very God of very God ; Begotten, not made

;

Being of one substance with the Father ; By
whom all things were made : Who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven,

And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the

Virgin Mary, And was made man : And was

fb-
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crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate ; He
suffered and was buried : And the third day he

rose again according to the Scriptures : And
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right

hand of the Father : And he shall come again,

with glory, to judge both the quick and the

dead ; Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord,

and Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the

Father and the Son ; Who with the Father

and the Son together is worshipped and glori-

fied ; Who spake by the Prophets : And I be-

lieve one Catholic and Apostolic Church : I

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission

of sins : And I look for the Resurrection of

the dead : And the Life of the world to come.

Amen.

IT Then shallfollow the Sermon. A/ter which, the Minis-

ter shall return to the Lord's Table, and begin the Offer-

tory, saying one or more ofthese sentencesfollowing.

THE OFFERTORY.

REMEMBER the words of the Lord Jesus,

how he said, It is more blessed to give

than to receive. Acts xx. 35.

Let your light so shine before men, that they

may see your good works, and glorify your

Father which is in heaven. St. Matt. v. 16.

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon



1

6

The Order of Holy Cojnmuiiioii.

earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and

where thieves break through and steal : but lay

up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where

neither moth nor rust doth cormpt, and where

thieves do not break through nor steal. St.

Matt. vi. 19, 20.

Whatsoever ye would that men should do to

you, even so do to them : for this is the law

and the prophets. St. Matt. vii. 12.

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,

shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he

that doeth the will of my Father which is in

heaven. St. Matt. vii. 21.

Zacchceus stood forth, and said unto the

Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I

give to the poor ; and if I have done any

wrong to any man, I restore fourfold. St. Luke

xix. 8.

Who goeth a warfare at any time of his own
cost? Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth

not of the fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a

flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?

I Cor. ix. 7.

If we have sown unto you spiritual things,

is it a great matter if we shall reap your

worldly things ? i Cor. ix. 11.

Do ye not know that they who minister

about holy things live of the sacrifice ; and
*-
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they who wait at the altar are partakers with

the altar? Even so hath the Lord also or-

dained, that they w^ho preach the gospel should

live of the gospel, i Cor. ix. 13, 14.

He that soweth little shall reap little ; and

he that soweth plenteously shall reap plente-

ously. Let every man do according as he is

disposed in his heart, not grudgingly, or of

necessity ; for God loveth a cheerful giver.

2 Cor. ix. 6, 7.

Let him that is taught in the Word minister

unto him that teacheth, in all good things.

Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : for

whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he reap.

Gal. vi. 6, 7.

While we have time, let us do good unto all

men ; and especially unto them that are of the

household of faith. Gal. vi. 10.

Godliness is great riches, if a man be con-

tent with that he hath : for we brought nothing

into this world, neither may we carry anything

out. I Tim. vi. 6, 7.

Charge them who are rich in this world, that

they be ready to give, and glad to distribute

;

laying up in store for themselves a good foun-

dation against the time to come, that they may
attain eternal life, i Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19.

God is not unrighteous, that he will forget

*-
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your works, and labour that proceedeth of love

;

which love ye have showed for his Name's

sake, who have ministered unto the saints, and

yet do minister. Heb. vi. lo.

To do good, and to distribute, forget not;

for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

Heb. xiii. i6.

Whoso hath this world's good, and seeth

his brother have need, and shutteth up his

compassion from him, how dwelleth the love

of God in him? i St. John iii. 17.

Give alms of thy goods, and never turn thy

face from any poor man ; and then the face of

the Lord shall not be turned away from thee.

Tobit iv. 7.

Be merciful after thy power. If thou hast

much, give plenteously ; if thou hast little, do

thy diligence gladly to give of that little : for

so gatherest thou thyself a good reward in the

day of necessity. Tobit iv. 8, 9.

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth

unto the Lord : and look, what he layeth out,

it shall be paid him again. Prov. xix. 17.

Blessed be the man that provideth for the

sick and needy : the Lord shall deliver him

in the time of trouble. Psalm xli. i.

Speak unto the children of Israel, that they

bring me an offering ; of every man that giveth

*
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it willingly with his heart ye shall take my
offering. Exod. xxv. 2.

Ye shall not appear before the Lord empty

;

every man shall give as he is able, according

to the blessing of the Lord thy God which he

hath given thee. Dent. xvi. 16, 17.

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the

power, and the glory, and the victory, and the

majesty : for all that is in the heaven and in

the earth is thine ; thine is the kingdom, O
Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all.

I Chron. xxix. 11.

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of

thine own have we given thee. i Chron.

xxix. 14.

THE presentation OF ALMS AND OBLATIONS.

IT Whilst these Sentences are in reading, the Deacons,

Church-wardens, or otherfit persons appointedfor that

purpose, shall receive the Alms for the Poor, and other

Devotions of the People, in a decent Basin to be provided

by the Parishfor thatpurpose ; and reverently bring it

to the Priest, luho shall humbly present and place it

upon the Holy Table.

^ Afid the Priest shall then place tipon the Table so much
Bread and Wine as he shall think sufficient.

ir Then shall the Priest say,

THE PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH MILITANT.

Let US pray for the whole state of Christ's

Church militant.

^-



20 The Order of Holy Commimioji.

ALMIGHTY and everliving God, who by

thy holy Apostle hast taught us to make
prayers and supplications, and to give thanks

for all men ; We humbly beseech
* // there be

thee most mercifully [* to accept no dims or ob-

our alms and oblations, and~\ to shainhe ivords

receive these our prayers, which I^f°
accept our

\ - alms and obla-

we offer unto thy Divine Majesty ;
tions, and] be

, . ,
. . . left 7insaid.

beseechmg thee to inspu'e contin-

ually the Universal Church with the spirit of

truth, unity, and concord : And grant that all

those who do confess thy holy Name may
agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in

unity and godly love. We beseech thee also,

so to direct and dispose the hearts of all Chris-

tian Rulers, that they may truly and impartially

administer justice, to the punishment of wicked-

ness and vice, and to the maintenance of thy

true religion, and virtue. Give grace, O heav-

enly Father, to all Bishops and other Ministers,

that they may, both by their life and doctrine,

set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly

and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. And
to all thy People give thy heavenly grace ; and

especially to this congregation here present

;

that, with meek heart and due reverence, they

may hear, and receive thy holy Word ; truly

serving thee in holiness and righteousness all

-*
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the days of their life. And we most humbly

beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to com-

fort and succour all those who, in this transi-

tory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness,

or any other adversity. And we also bless thy

holy Name for all thy servants departed this

life in thy faith and fear ; beseeching thee to

give us grace so to follow their good examples,

that with them we may be partakers of thy

heavenly kingdom. Grant this, O Father, for

Jesus Chrisfs sake, our only Mediator and

Advocate. Amen.

II.

W^t preparation.

^ At the time of the Celebration of the Cotnmunion, the

Priest shall say this Exhortation. But Note, That the

Exhortation may be omitted if it hath been already said

on one Lord's Day in that same month.

THE EXHORTATION.

DEARLY beloved in the Lord, ye who mind

to come to the holy Communion of the

Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ, must

consider how St. Paul exhorteth all persons

diligently to try and examine themselves, be-

fore they presume to eat of that Bread, and

drink of that Cup. For as the benefit is great,

^ : qf
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if with a true penitent heart and lively faith we
receive that holy Sacrament ; so is the dan-

ger great, if we receive the same unworthily.

Judge therefore yourselves, brethren, that ye

be not judged of the Lord ; repent you truly

for your sins past ; have a lively and stedfast

faith in Christ our Saviour ; amend your lives,

and be in perfect charity with all men ; so shall

ye be meet partakers of those holy mysteries.

And above all things ye must give most hum-

ble and hearty thanks to God, the Father, the

Son, and the Holy Ghost, for the redemption

of the world by the death and passion of our

Saviour Christ, both God and man ; who did

humble himself, even to the death upon the

Cross, for us, miserable sinners, who lay in

darkness and the shadow of death ; that he

might make us the children of God, and exalt

us to everlasting life. And to the end that we

should always remember the exceeding great

love of our Master, and only Saviour, Jesus

Christ, thus dying for us, and the innumerable

benefits which by his precious blood-shedding

he hath obtained for us ; he hath instituted and

ordained holy mysteries, as pledges of his love,

and for a continual remembrance of his death,

to our great and endless comfort. To him

therefore, with the Father and the Holy Ghost,

*
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let us give (as we are most bounden) continual

thanks ; submitting ourselves wholly to his

holy will and pleasure, and studying to serve

him in true holiness and righteousness all the

days of our life. A7nen.

IT Then shall the Priest say to those ivho come to receive

the Holy Comvuinion,

THE INVITATION.

'^T'E who do truly and earnestly repent you
J^ of your sins, and are in love and charity

with your neighbours, and intend to lead a

new life, following the commandments of God,

and walking from henceforth in his holy ways
;

Draw near with faith, and take this holy Sacra-

ment to your comfort ; and make your humble

confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.

TT Then shall this General Confession be made, by the

Priest and all those who are viinded to receive the

Holy Connnnnion, humbly kneeling.

THE GENERAL CONFESSION.

ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, Maker of all things. Judge of all

men ; We acknowledge and bewail our mani-

fold sins and wickedness,Which we, from time

to time, most grievously have committed, By
thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine

Majesty, Provoking most justly thy wrath and
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indignation against us . We do earnestly repent,

And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings
;

The remembrance of them is grievous unto us
;

The burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy

upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful

Father ; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's

sake. Forgive us all that is past ; And grant that

we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee

In newness of life, To the honour and glory of

thy Name ; Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

IT Then shall the Priest {the Bishop if he be present) stand

up, atid turning to the People, say,

THE ABSOLUTION.

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who
of his great mercy hath promised forgive-

ness of sins to all those who with hearty repent-

ance and true faith turn unto him ; Have mercy

upon you
;
pardon and deliver you from all

your sins ; confirm and strengthen you in all

goodness ; and bring you to everlasting life

;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

IT Then shall the Priest say,

THE COMFORTABLE WORDS.

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour

Christ saith unto all who truly turn to him.

* ^
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COME unto me, all ye that travail and are

heavy laden, and I will refresh you. St.

Matt. xi. 28.

So God loved the world, that he gave his

only-begotten Son, to the end that all that be-

lieve in him should not perish, but have ever-

lasting life. Si. John iii. 16.

Hear also what Saint Paul saith.

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men
to be received, That Christ Jesus came into the

world to save sinners, i Twi. i. 15.

Hear also what Saint John saith.

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he

is the Propitiation for our sins, i St. John ii.

1,2.

III.

^Ijc C^onsccration anti (fTominiinion.

TT After which the Priest shall proceed, saying,

THE SURSUM CORDA.

Lift up your hearts.

Answer. We lift them up unto the Lord.

Priest. Let us give thanks unto our Lord

God.

Ans7ver. It is meet and right so to do.

^-
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IT Then shall the Priest turn to the Lord's Table, and say,

THE PREFACE.

T T is very meet, right, and our bounden duty,

that we should at all times, * These

and in all places, give thanks unto Father] w/«i

thee, O Lord, [* Holy Father,]
^rfnif-w"

Almighty, Everlasting God. day.

ir Here shall/allow the Proper Preface, according to the

time, if there be any specially appointed ; or else imme-

diately shall be said or sung by the Priest,

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and

with all the company of heaven, we laud and

magnify thy glorious Name ; evermore praising

thee, and saying,

THE SANCTUS.

IT Priest and People.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, Lord God of hosts,

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory : Glory

be to thee, O Lord Most High. Amen.

PROPER PREFACES.

Upon Christmas-day, and seven days after.

BECAUSE thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only

Son, to be born as at this time for us; who, by

the operation of the Holy Ghost, was made very man,

of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; and

that without spot of sin, to make us clean from all sin.

Therefore with Angels, etc.

^-
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Upon Easter-day, and seven days after.

T)UT chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the

-L' glorious Resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ

our Lord: for he is the very Paschal Lamb, which was

offered for us, and hath taken away the sin of the world
;

who by his death hath destroyed death, and by his

rising to life again hath restored to us everlasting life.

Therefore with Angels, etc.

Upon Ascension-day, and seven days after.

'T^HROUGH thy most dearly beloved Son Jesus
-^ Christ our Lord ; who, after his most glorious

Resurrection, manifestly appeared to all his Apostles,

and in their sight ascended up into heaven, to prepare

a place for us ; that where he is, thither we might also

ascend, and reign with him in glory. Therefore with

Angels, etc.

Upon Whitsunday, and six days after.

'T^HROUGH Jesus Christ our Lord; according to

- whose most true promise, the Holy Ghost came
down as at this time from heaven, with a sudden great

sound, as it had been a mighty wind, in the likeness

of fiery tongues, lighting upon the Apostles, to teach

them, and to lead them to all truth
;
giving them both

the gift of divers languages, and also boldness with

fervent zeal constantly to preach the Gospel unto all

nations ; whereby we have been brought out of dark-

ness and error into the clear light and true knowledge

of thee, and of thy Son Jesus Christ. Therefore with

Angels, etc.
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Upon the Feast of Trinity 07ily, may be said,

WHO art one God, one Lord ; not one only Person,

but three Persons in one Substance. For that

wliich we believe of the glory of the Father, the same
we believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, without

any difference or inequality. Therefore with Angels,

etc.

TT Or else this viay be said, the words [Holy Father] being

retained in the i7itroductory Address.

TTOR the precious death and merits of thy Son
-L Jesus Christ our Lord, and for the sending to us

of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter ; who are one with

thee in thy Eternal Godhead. Therefore with Angels,

etc.

IT Then shall the Priest, kneelingdown at the Lord^s Table,

say, in the name of all those who shall receive the Com-
mjinion, this Prayerfollowing.

THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS.

WE do not presume to come to this thy

Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our

own righteousness, but in thy manifold and

great mercies. We are not worthy so much
as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table.

But thou art the same Lord, whose property is

always to have mercy : Grant us therefore,

gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear

Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that

our sinful bodies may be made clean by his

body, and our souls washed through his most

^ ^ ^
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precious blood, and that we may evermore

dwell in him. and he in us. Amen.

IT When the Priest, standing before the Table, hath so

ordered the Bread and Wine, that he may -with the

more readiness and decency break the Bread before

the People, and take the Cup into his hands, he shall

say the Prayer of Consecration, asfolloweth.

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION.

ALL glory be to thee, Almighty God, our

heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy

tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus

Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our

redemption ; who made there (by his one obla-

tion of himself once offered) a full, perfect, and

sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction,

for the sins of the whole world ; and did insti-

tute, and in his holy Gospel command us to

continue, a perpetual memory of that his pre-

cious death and sacrifice, until his coming

again : For in the night in which (a) Here the

he was betrayed, {a) he took £y;f;,/^J:
Bread: and when he had given intojiis hands.

' ^ {h) And here
thanks, {p) he brake it, and gave to break the

it to his disciples, saying. Take, (c) And here

eat, (0 this is my Body, which l'>^7'«i''/t
is given for you ; Do this in re- Bread.

^ -^
' (d) Here he

membrance of me. Likewise, is to take the

after supper, {d) he took the hands?
^

*
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Cup; and when he had given
^

,

thanks, he gave it to them, say- he is to lay

_^., ,, r 1 • r ^ \ h'^ hand upon
ing, Drink ye all of this ; for {e) every vessel in

this is my Blood of the New Tes- :;'f^«r/j'
tament, which is shed for you, and consecrated.

for many, for the remission of sins ; Do this,

as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance

of me.

wHEREFORE, O Lord and
, , ^ . ,. The Oblation.
heavenly Father, according

to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son

our Saviour Jesus Christ, we, thy humble ser-

vants, do celebrate and make here before thy

Divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which

we now oifer unto thee, the memorial thy Son

hath commanded us to make ; having in re-

membrance his blessed passion and precious

death, his mighty resurrection and glorious

ascension ; rendering unto thee most hearty

thanks for the innumerable benefits procured

unto us by the same.

AND we most humbly beseech The

thee, O merciful Father, to invocation.

hear us ; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouch-

safe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and

Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of

bread and wine ; that we, receiving them ac-
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cording to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's

holy institution, in remembrance of his death

and passion, may be partakers of his most

blessed Body and Blood.

AND we earnestly desire thy fatherly good-

ness, mercifully to accept this our sacri-

fice of praise and thanksgiving ; most humbly

beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits

and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through

faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church,

may obtain remission of our sins, and all other

benefits of his passion. And here we offer and

present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls

and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and liv-

ing sacrifice unto thee ; humbly beseeching

thee, that we, and all others who shall be par-

takers of this Holy Communion, may worthily

receive the most precious Body and Blood of

thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace

and heavenly benediction, and made one body
with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in

him. And although we are unworthy, through

our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacri-

fice
;

yet we beseech thee to accept this our

bounden duty and service ; not weighing our

merits, but pardoning our offences, through

Jesus Christ our Lord ; by whom, and with
^'
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\ whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all

honour and glory be unto thee, O Father Al-

mighty, world without end. Aiiieii.

TT Here may be sung a Hyvtn.

IT Then shall the Priestfirst receive the Holy Connnii^tion

in both kinds himself, and proceed to deliver the same
to the Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, in like manner, {if

any be present,) and, after that, to the People also in

\
order, into their hands, all devoutly kneeling. And
sufficient opporttt7iity shall be given to those present to

communicate. And when he delivereth the Bread, he

shall say,

THE ADMINISTRATION.

THE Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which

was given for thee, preserve thy body

j

and soul unto everlasting life. Take and

eat this in remembrance that Christ died for

thee, and feed on him in thy heart by faith,

with thanksgiving.

IT And the Minister who delivereth the Cup shall say,

THE Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which

was shed for thee, preserve thy body and

soul unto everlasting life. Drink this in re-

membrance that Christ's Blood was shed for

thee, and be thankful.

IT When all have communicated, the Minister shall retitrn

to the Lord's Table, and reverently place upon it what
rcmaineth of the consecrated Elemoits, covering the

same with a fair linen cloth.

*



.—____ ^
IVic Order of Holy Couiniunioii. 33

IV.

IT Then shall the Minister say the Lord^s Prayer, thv

People repeating after him every Petition.

THE lord's prayer.

OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed

be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thv
will be dona on earth. As it is in heaven,

j

Give us this day our daily bread. And for-

1

give us our trespasses, As we forgive those who i

trespass against us. And lead us not into

temptation ; But deliver us from evil : For i

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

IT After shall be said as followeth.

A
THE THANKSGIVING.

LiMIGHTY and everliving God, we most

heartily thank thee, for that thou dost

vouchsafe to feed us who have duly received

these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of

the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son

our Saviour Jesus Christ ; and dost assure us

thereby of thy favour and goodness towards

us ; and that we are very members incorporate

in the mystical body of thy Son, which is the
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blessed company of all faithful people ; and

are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting

kingdom, by the merits of the most precious

death and passion of thy dear Son. And we

most humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father,

so to assist us with thy grace, that we may con-

tinue in that holy fellowship, and do all such

good works as thou hast prepared for us to

walk in ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to

whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all

honour and glory, world without end. Amen.

IT Then shall be said or sung, all standing, Gloria in

excelsis; or some proper Hyttin/rom the Selection.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS.

GLORY be to God on high, and on earth

peace, good will towards men. We praise

thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify

thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father

Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ

;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

that takest away the sins of the world, have

mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the

sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou
that takest awav the sins of the world, receive

*
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our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand

of God the Father, have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy ; thou only art the

Lord ; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy

Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the

Father. Amen.

IT Then the Priest {the Bishop if he be present) shall let

theVI depart ivith this Blessing.

THE PEACE AND BLESSING.

THE Peace of God, which passeth all under-

standing, keep your hearts and minds in

the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son

Jesus Christ our Lord : And the Blessing of

God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with

you always. Amen.

•it-





CHAPTER I.

THE HOLY COMMUNION.

Z})t JlniJitation.

Except ye eat the Flesh of the Son of Alan, and
drink Ills Blood, ye have no life in you.

St. John vi. 53.

This do in refnembrance ofMe.

St. Luke xxii. 19.

ND now I will suppose that your

Conliimation is over ; that you have

confirmed your solemn Baptismal

Vows, and that you have been con-

firmed by the imposition of the hands of the

Bishop. Let me now proceed to speak of

another and a very important subject.

2. You observe the Rubric at the close of

the Office for Confirmation directs that no7ie

shall be adtnitted to the Holy Commn?iion, nntil

such ti))ie as he be confirmed, or be ready and

desirous to be confirmed.

3. It is thus laid down that Confirmation is

the stepping-stone to the highest act of Chris-
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tian Worship, and the highest and most blessed

of the means of grace, the Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper.

4. Already, indeed, you have enjoyed many
Christian privileges. You have been born in

a Christian land. You have been admitted

into the Church of Christ. You have been

able to pray to your Heavenly Father ; to hear

and read His Word ; to sing His praises. But

now the highest privilege of all is open to you,

and you are invited to draw near to the Holy

Communion of the Body and Blood of your

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

5. Very soon, therefore, after you have been

confirmed, there will be a celebration of the

Holy Communion to which you will all be in-

vited. You will all, I say, be invited ; and

in order that you may join in this Service with

intelligence, and be able to know the meaning

of its several parts, I propose to go through the

Communion Office with you, as I have already

done with that for Confirmation.

6. But before I do this, let me dwell a little

longer on the invitation you will receive to this

Holy Feast. I have said that you will all be

asked to draw near and receive it, and I trust

and pray that none of you will be asked in

vain.

^
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7. For remember Who it was that instituted

this holy Sacrament, and why He instituted

it. It was instituted, as you have been taught

in the Church Catechism, by your Lord and

Master Jesus Christ, by Him Who died upon

the Cross for you, and Who now pleads for you

in heaven before the throne of God as your

great High-Priest (Heb. iii. i), your Mediator

and Intercessor (i John ii. i, 2).

8. At the season of the next to the last Pass-

over of His ministry (John vi. 4), w'hen after

the miracle of the Feeding of the Five Thousand

He was in the synagogue of Capernaum, He
declared, / ain the Living Bread ivhich came

down from heaven ; if any man eat of this

Bread, he shall live for ever ; and the Bread

that I will give is My Flesh, which I will give

for the life of the world (John vi. 51). Nay
more ; though His words gave great offence to

His hearers, He went on to say. Verily, verily,,

I say loito yon, Except ye eat the Flesh of the

Son ofMan, and drink His Blood, ye have no

life inyou . . . My Flesh is meat indeed, atid

My Blood is drink indeed. He that eateth My
Flesh, and drinketh My Blood, dwelleth in Me,

and / ifi him (John vi. 53-56).

9. Never on any other occasion did He use

such mysterious words, except at the season
iff ^
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of the following Passover. Then, on the eve

of His crucifixion, at a Paschal Feast with His

twelve Apostles, He took bread, and wheti He
hadgiven thanks, He brake it, and said, Take,

eat, this is My Body which is given for yon

;

This do in remembrance ofMe. After the same

manjier also. He took the Cup, saying, This

Cup is the New Testamejit in My Blood', This

do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remeinbrance

ofMe (Luke xxii. 19, 20; i Cor. xi. 23-25).

10. He thus not only reminded His Apostles

of His former words in the synagogue of Caper-

naum, but He ordained the Holy Eucharist to

be a standing Memorial of His death, and He
supplied the means whereby His disciples

could eat His Flesh and drink His Blood.

About to offer up " one full, perfect, and suffi-

cient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for

the sins of the whole world "
; about to become

on the Altar of His Cross '* our very Paschal

Lamb "
; He instituted and ordained this Holy

Sacrament as a perpetual Memorial of the one

great Sacrifice, which He offered up on earth,

and which, as our Mediator, He is for ever

pleading before His Father in heaven.

11. In place of the Jewish Paschal Lamb,

which had been offered as a type of Him, He,

the La)nb of God (John i. 29), substituted the

^
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elements of Bread and Wine, and thus ordained

a perpetual means whereby we might partake

of the one Sacritice of Himself once oifered.

In ancient times portions of the sacrifices

were always partaken of by the worshippers,

and the sacrifice of the Passover was partaken

of by the entire Paschal company at a sacri-

ficial Feast (Exod. xii. 8, 27). Now feasts on

Sacrifices were means of ratifying covenants

between God and man. They indicated that

what had separated the offerer from his God
was covered and cancelled, that God now

welcomed him to His Table, and in this feast

gave him a pledge of reconciliation and favour.

12. And even so our blessed Lord, making

peace by the Blood of His Cross (Col. i. 20),

instituted this Feast on the one infinitely

precious Sacrifice of Himself. Therein He
assures us of God's " favour and goodness

towards us" ; that the Peace Oftering has been

accepted, and the Covenant of forgiveness has

been sealed ; and He vouchsafes to feed us,

who duly receive these Holy Mysteries, with

the spiritual Food of His own most precious

Body and Blood.

13. He did not institute this Holy Sacra-

ment that it might be partaken of just before

death, or by a select few, who have made great

*-
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progress in the Christian Hfe. He instituted it

for " our spiritual food and sustenance/' for

" the strengthening and refreshing of our souls "

during the whole time of our sojourn in this

mortal life. He intended it for those who, like

yourselves, are still compassed about with in-

firmity, who are still weak in faith, who still

come short in many things ; who still need

every possible help, if you are daily to increase

in His Holy Spirit more and more, until you

come unto His everlasting Kingdom.

14. Now I earnestly hope none of you will

be tempted to put off your reception of this

Holy Sacrament, and the use of this most

precious means of grace, till some more con-

venient season (Acts xxiv. 25), or until you

have had time to try your sincerity, and see

whether you will act up to your Confirmation

Vows. Yield not, I pray you, to this tempta-

tion. This convenient season— how do you

know whether it will ever come? This time to

test and try your sincerity— how do you know

it will ever be allowed you ?

15. For you, as for all of us, there is a

period cut out of eternity, in which you are to

live. How long that period is to be no one

knows. A thick curtain conceals your future

from you, and conceals it in great mercy, so
-ib
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that you can know neither its joy nor its sorrow.

But whether few or many years are marked out

for you, certain it is you will need strengthening

and refreshing in the battle of life. With the

best of you there will be in the future things

done that ought not to have been done ; there

will be things left undone that ought to have

been done ; and your conscience will oftentimes

reproach you for declensions from grace, and

failure in many particulars of your duty.

16. For you, then, as His soldiers and ser-

vants, your Lord and Master ordained this

Holy Sacrament, as a means of renewing from

time to time your spiritual life. What is to

hinder you from availing yourselves of it? Do
you say you are unfit? Remember all of us

are unfit to gather up even the crumbs under

His Table. A deep sense of unfitness is the

fittest condition for worthy approach to this

Holy Feast. Your Lord specially invites the

weak, the trembling, the faint-hearted, to draw

near to Him. Now is the accepted ti?ne (2 Cor.

vi. 2). N'oWy while your hearts are yet young

and tender. Now, before bad habits have

bound you in chains of adamant. Now, before

your consciences are seared with the hot iron

of deliberate sin. Now, in the fresh morning

of your life. He calls you to come to Him, and

*
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He invites you to begin the use of this means

of grace, which He Himself instituted and

ordained for your spiritual food and sustenance,

to your "great and endless comfort.""

17. You know what is required of those

who would come to this Holy Sacrament. You
have learnt in the Catechism that they are to

examine themselves whether they repent them

truly of their former sins, steadfastly purposing

to lead a new life ; whether they have a lively

faith in God's mercy through Christ, with

a thankful remembrance of His death ; and

whether they be in charity with all men.

18. On these points you must seriously

examine your own hearts, and to help you I

have given you some hints at the end of this

little Manual. I have not given you many, or

made them too minute, for I wish you to be

real and sincere, and not to try at first to

attempt too much. Use them, however, I beg

of you, and the Prayers which accompany them
;

and may He Who instituted this Holy Sacra-

ment, give you grace not merely to begin, but

to persevere in the use of this inestimable

means of grace ; may He Who has begun a

good work in you (Phil. i. 6), continue it unto

the end ; may He make yon perfect^ stablish,

strengthen, settle you (i Pet. v. 10).

* *
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CHAPTER 11.

THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION.

VL\}z JIntrotiuctton.

AntJior of Life Divine,

Who hast a Table spread

Furnished with mystic Wine
And everlasting Bread

;

Presei've the life Thyselfhast given.

Andfeed and train us up for Heaven.

PROCEED now, as I proposed, to

go through the Office for the Ad-

ministration of the Lord's Supper.

With a portion of this Office you are

already famihar. But it will be well to con-

sider it as a whole, and perhaps for our purpose

it will be most convenient to divide it into four

parts, (i) The Introduction, (2) the Prepara-

tion, (3) the Consecration and Administration

of the Elements, (4) the Tha7iksgiving.

2. The Introductioji begins, according to

very ancient usage, with the Lord's Prayer

;

^
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for He Who instituted the Holy Eucharist

was also the Author of this Divine Prayer.

The most suitable mode, therefore, of begin-

ning the Service must be with the words in

which He Who " made us to live, also taught

us to pray to His Father and our Father in

Heaven."

3. T\\^rv{QVi<yN^\}[\& Collectfor Purity. This

is a Prayer of the early Church, in which the

Priest beseeches Him, "unto Whom all hearts

are open, and all desires known," that the

thoughts of his heart, and of those of all pre-

sent, may be cleansed by the inspiration of the

Holy Spirit, that they may be duly prepared

for the solemn Service in which they are

about to join, and worthily magnify God's

Holy Name.

4. The Collect being ended, the recitation

of the Ten Couuiiandments follows, and the

people are directed after every Commandment
to ask God's mercy for their transgressions in

time past, and His grace to incline their hearts

to keep them for the time to come. You must

see at once, I think, how meet and right it is

that the Law, by which Christians are bound,

should be read at this point in the Service.

It is according to these Commandments that

those who would communicate worthily are

-^
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to examine themselves ; and when you hear

them read, you ought to think how you have

broken them in thought, word, and deed, and

pray from your heart that God will forgive

you, and help you to keep them better in the

time to come.

5. The Commandments and their Responses

together form a Eucharistic Litany. They

may be followed by our Lord's Summary of

the Law ; or sometimes this is said instead

of the Commandments, in which case it is

followed by the threefold petition for mercy,

which is properly called the Lesser Litany;

and then may be read a Collect for Grace and

Guidance, which you will remember as one

which was said at the time of your Confirma-

tion on behalf of all who were present at the

service.

6. Next follows the Collect of the Day.

This is one of the eighty-three Collects con-

tained in the Prayer-Book. They are nearly

all of great antiquity, and generally gather to-

gether in one short prayer the leading ideas

of the Epistle and the Gospel.

7. The reading of the Gospel in the Com-
munion Service has always been treated with

special reverence. The Rubric directs that

the people shall all " stand up " to hear it, and
^ ,j,
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before it is read, the Versicle, Glory be to Thce^

O Lord, is sung or said. The reading of the

Gospel is followed by the Nicene Creed, unless

it has been said immediately before in Morn-

ing Prayer (though sometimes the Apostles'

Creed is substituted for it), just as the Creed

follows the Second Lesson in the daily service.

8. The Nicene Creed is so called, because

it was in great part drawn up at the Council

of Nicaea, a.d. 325 ; but the clauses after / be-

lieve in the Holy Ghost were added at the

Council of Constantinople, a.d. 381, and the

phrase and the Son is of later date. You ought

to repeat it with great attention, for it contains

the Confession of our Faith in the doctrine of

the Trinity, and especially in that of the In-

carnation of our blessed Lord.

9. It expresses very fully our belief that He
Who instituted the Holy Communion, while

He remained the Son of God from all eternity,

came down from heaven for us men and for our

salvation, became the Son of Man, died on the

Cross and rose again, ascended into heaven,

and shall come to judge the world. It contains

also a full confession of our belief that the

Holy Ghost is the Lord God and Giver of

Life, that He proceedeth from the Father and

the Son, and with the Father and the Son
* ^
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together is and ought to be worshipped, and

that He spake by the Prophets.

10. From the very earhest times it has been

' the custom at the celebration of the Holy

j

Eucharist, after the reading of Holy Scripture,

to make an address to the people, generally on

some topic suggested by the portions of Holy

Scripture that have been read. At this point,

therefore, the Rubric directs that the Sermon

shall follow, and that when the sermon is ended,

the Offertory shall be begun.

11. The Offertory consists of certain pre-

scribed Sentences, taken from Holy Scripture,

which dwell on the duty of giving of our sub-

stance to the poor, or making an offering for

some sacred object connected with the work of

Christ and of His Church.

12. Such an oiTering at such a time is a

very significant action. In God we live, and
move

J
and have our being (Acts xvii. 28). All

things come to us from Him (i Chron. xxix. 14),

and His ever-blessed Son for our sakes becaine

poor (2 Cor. viii. 9), and shed His Blood for us

upon His Cross, and thereby enriched us with

means of grace and hopes of glory. When,
therefore, we draw near at such a Service as

this to our Heavenly Father, Who gave His

Only Son for our redemption, we are bound
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to bring unto Him the free-will offering of our

goods. True, we do but give Him of His own.

But in His infinite mercy He condescends to

"• make Himself a debtor to us for what we
give to His poor •

; and when we try to dogood

and to distribute^ with such sacrifices He is

well pleased (Heb. xiii, 16).

13. While, therefore, the Offertory Sen-

tences are said, and " the alms and other

devotions of the people ^' are collected, I hope

you will try to be thoughtful and attentive. Call

to mind all that God has done for you, how He
has created you, adopted you to be His child,

preserved you from day to day, and above all

given His blessed Son to die for you. Resolve

to offer to Him of what you possess, according

to the blessing wherewith He hath blessed

you, and when you give your alms, say, Lord,

pardon all my vain expenses^ and accept of this

testimony of my gratitude for what I have

receivedfrom Thee.

14. When the Alms have been collected,

they will be reverently brought to the Priest,

who will humbly present and place them upon

the Holy Table. When he has thus offered

them to God, he will also place upon the Holy

Table so much Bread and Wine as he shall

j

think sufficient, and having made this Obla-

^ ^
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tion of the Elements, as offering to our

Heavenly Father a part of that which He
has given to us for our bodily sustenance, cor-

responding to the ancient offering of the First-

fruits, he then says the Prayer for the whole

state of Christ's Church militant.

1 5 . The object of this comprehensive Prayer

is threefold. First, we beseech the Almighty

and Everliving God that He will most merci-

fully accept the gifts now lying on His Altar,

both alms and oblations. Secondly, we make
intercession for the whole Body of the Church,

for civil Rulers, for all Bishops and other Min-

isters, for all God's people, and especially the

congregation that are present ; and for all who
are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any

other adversity. Thirdly, we bless God's Holy

Name for all His servants departed this life in

His faith and fear, and we beseech Him to

give us His grace so to follow their good ex-

amples, that with them we may be partakers

of His heavenly Kingdom.
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THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION.

Z\}t Preparation.

Alleluia! Bread of Angels,

Thou on Earth our Food, ottr Slay,

Alleluia ! here the sinful

Flee to I'hee frojJi day to day.

ITH the order of the Service up to

this point you must a/1 l^e more or

less familiar, for you have joined in

it again and again. We now come to

that portion of it, with which you have hitherto

been but little acquainted, The Preparation of

the CouDnunicaiits.

2. After the Prayer for the Church Militant

there follow, you observe, two Exhortations

.

In the former, or longer Exhortation, we are

reminded of the great benefits of worthily, and

the great danger of unworthily (i Cor. xi. 27-

29), receiving this Holy Sacrament. We are

>^
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also instructed how we can be meet partakers

of such Holy Mysteries ; namely, by approach-

ing in a spirit of true repentance for sins past,

of lively (that is, living) and steadfast faith in

Christ, good purposes for the future, charity

towards all men, and hearty thankfulness to

God for His inestimable love in the redemp-

tion of the world. This longer Exhortation is

not always read in the Service, as it may be

omitted if it has been already said " on one

Lord's Day in that same month " ; ])ut every

Communicant would do well to read it (5ver

thoughtfully and prayerfully as a part of his

preparation for the Sacrament.

3. The shorter Exhortation, which is always

read, is often called the Invitation. In it we

are reminded of what is necessary that we may
be prepared to approach the Table of our Lord,

and are invited to "draw near with faith, and

take this Holy Sacrament to our comfort, and

make our humble confession to Almighty God,

devoutly kneeling.'"

4. The Confession which follows is made by

all those who are minded to come to the Holy

Communion. It is a ''General" Confession,

like that used at Morning and Evening Prayer,

and therefore does not contain any mention

by name of particular sins. But it is intended
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that each Communicant should make it special

for himself.

5. While, therefore, you are repeating it,

you must make an earnest endeavour to enter

with all your heart into what you are saying.

Call to mind those particular infirmities which

so easily beset you, as well as those greater

sins, the remembrance of w'hich cannot but be

grievous unto you, and " the burden of them

intolerable," that is, greater than you can your-

self bear. Confess them, I say, with hearty

sorrow, to your merciful Father in heaven, and

pray that, for the sake of His blessed Son, He
will forgive you all that is past, and grant you

His grace that you may hereafter serve and

please Him in newness of life, to the honour

and glory of His Name.
6. This humble Confession having been

made, the Rubric directs the Priest, or the

Bishop, if he be present, to stand up, and

turning himself to the people to pronounce the

Absolution. Like the Confession, the Absolu-

tion also is general in its form, conveying the

assurance of God's forgiveness to those whose

confession has been sincere and true. Listen

to it, therefore, with reverent attention. Apply

it in your own mind to those special sins which

you have confessed ; and doubt not, but ear-

*-
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nestly believe, that if you are truly penitent,

God does, for Christ's sake, pardon them and

blot them out of His Book of Remembrance;

and in this assurance say in faith, Ainen, So

be it.

7. It is to quicken your faith— and whose

faith does not need quickening?— in the readi-

ness of your Heavenly Father to absolve those

who truly turn to Him, that the Co?)ifortable

Words are now introduced. They are peculiar

to the English Liturgy, and contain the Scrip-

tural statements on which the Absolution is

grounded. Two of them, you observe, are the

words of your blessed Lord Himself, your " very

Paschal Lamb" (Matt. xi. 28; John iii. 16),

one contains the word.s of St. Paul (i Tim. i.

15), and one those of him who leaned on his

Lord\s breast at the Holy Supper, the blessed

Apostle and Evangelist St. John (i John

ii. I, 2).

8. These Comfortable Words, it has been

observed, though not found in any other Lit-

urgy, are " dear to the English ear." They
have soothed the hearts of many generations

of our forefathers, and you will do well not

merely to listen to them, but to apply them

each one to yourselves. Try to turn them into

secret prayers, and make them the ground of

^ ^
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your assurance that the great Advocate with

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, will

plead for you the merits of His Sacrifice, that

you may be forgiven all your sins.

* -f^
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THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION.

^\jt Consecration anH Communion.

Word-viade-Flesh, true h'ead he viaketh

By His word His Flesh to be ;

IVine, His Blood; which whoso taketh

Mustfrom carnal thotights be free ;

Faith alone, though sightforsaketh^

Sliews true hearts the Mysteiy.

ND now we approach the more sub-

lime parts of the Office, anciently

called the Canon, the Consecration

of the Eletnents of Bread and Wine,

and their Ad7ninistration to all who are minded

to partake of the Holy Communion.

2. This portion commences with four Ver-

sicles. In the first of these the Priest bids

you withdraw your thoughts from earth and

earthly things, saying. Lift np your hearts, to

which the Response is, //> lift them 7ip unto

the Lord (Ps. xxv. i). He then proceeds, Let

us i[ive thanks unto our Lord God (i Cor. xiv

-*
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16), and the Response is, It is ineet and right

so to do (2 Thess. i- 3).

3. Turning to the Lord's Table, he continues

the act of Praise, saying, It is very ;neet, right,

aiid our boimden duty, that we should at all

times^ and in all places, give thanks unto Thee,

O Lord^ Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting

God, and then the people unite with him in

that jubilant strain of Praise which is called the

Sanctus, Ter Sandus, or Triumphal Hymn.
But at the special seasons of Christmas, Easter,

Ascension, Whitsuntide, and on Trinity Sun-

day, Proper Prefaces are first introduced, still

further to prepare for the high praise of God.

4. This glorious Hymn, which has been in

use almost from Apostolic times, is taken from

the sixth chapter of the Book of the Prophet

Isaiah. There we read that the Prophet saw

the Lord sitting upon a throne high and lifted

up, while above stood the Seraphim, and one

cried unto another, and said. Holy, Holy, Holy,

is the Lord of Hosts ; the whole earth is full of

His glory.

5. The same outburst of praise was also

heard in mystic vision by the blessed Apostle

St. John. One day, he tells us, while a prisoner

in lonely Patmos, he was in the Spirit, and

beheld a throne set in heaven ; and otit of the

*
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throne proceeded lightnings and thimderings

and voices ; and One sat on the throne, to

Whom the song went up day and night, Holy,

Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, Which was,

and is, and is to come (Rev. iv. 1-8).

6. This triumphant Hymn, which is the song

of Angels, and is addressed to the Three Per-

sons in the blessed Trinity, expresses the union

of our worship on earth with " that of the hosts

of the world above," and concludes Avith the

words, Glory be to Thee, O Lord viost High.

Make it for yourselves an outburst of devout

praise, and join in it with all your hearts.

7. The Sanctus is followed by the Prayer of
Humble Access, which is said " in the name of

all those who shall receive the Communion."

In this Prayer we acknowledge that we do not

presume to draw near to this Holy Feast

" trusting in our own righteousness"; that we
are not worthy '• so much as to gather up the

cnmibs under God's Table." But we pray that

Almighty God, " Whose property is always to

have mercy, will grant us so to eat the flesh of

His dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His

Blood, that our sinful bodies may be made
clean by His Body, and our souls washed

through His most precious Blood, and that we
may evermore dwell in Him, and He in us."

^
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8. When this lowly Prayer, during which

you should strive to draw near to your Lord

with deep humility and godly fear, is ended,

there follows the most solemn part of the whole

Service, the Prayer of Consecration. It con-

sists of three parts: (i) The Words of Insti-

ijctioji, which are preceded by an ascription of

praise
; (2) The Oblation ; and (3) The Invo-

cation. To these is added a threefold petition,

of which I shall speak presently.

9. The Introduction to the Prayer renders

glory to God, our Heavenly Father, for His

mercy in giving His only Son to suffer death

for our redemption ; for the perfect sacrifice

which, by His one oblation of Himself, He made

for the sins of the whole world ; and that He
instituted, and commanded that we should con-

tinue, a memory (that is to say, a memorial)

of His precious Death and Sacrifice, until His

coming again. Then the Priest recites the

actual words used by our blessed Lord, when

He instituted the Holy Eucharist. But he not

only recites the words ; he also uses the

actions, which were used on that occasion by

our Lord. He takes the Paten in his hand,

he breaks the Bread, and in token of bless-

ing lays his hand upon it. He also takes the

Cup, and lays his hand upon it, and upon

^ ^
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every vessel in which there is wine to be con-

secrated.

10. Then, in the very solemn words of the

Oblation, the Priest, for himself and for the

whole worshipping congregation, offers to God
the holy gifts, which had been presented as First-

fruits at the time of the Offertory, and have just

been blessed as our Lord blessed the Bread and

the Wine at the first Eucharist. And, as he

offers them, he makes the memorial which the

Lord commanded when He said, " Do this in

remembrance of Me,'' thankfully commemo-
rating His Passion and Death, His Resurrection

and Ascension.

11. To this is immediately added the Invo-

cation of the Holy Ghost ; in which we pray

that the gifts and creatures of Bread and Wine,

which have been thus solemnly offered to God,

may be blessed and sanctified by His Word
and Holy Spirit, so that we, receiving them as

our Saviour has ordained, may be partakers of

His most blessed Body and Blood.

12. By these words and these actions, the

words and actions of our great High Priest

Himself, Who ever livetJi to jnake intercession

for lis (Heb. vii. 25), the elements of Bread

and Wine are consecrated, or set apart to a

Sacramental purpose. They now cease to be

^
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common and become Sacramental, even the

Sacrament and Mystery of the Body and Blood

of Christ.

13. But the Prayer does not cease without a

humble petition that we and the whole Church,

by the merits and death of Christ, which we
are now specially pleading before God, may
obtain remission of our sins and all other bene-

fits of His Passion. It is a prayer, which can

never be more earnest or more acceptable than

now, for all the needs of all God's people. To
this is added an offering of ourselves as a living

sacrifice, with the petition that we may worthily

receive our Saviour's Body and Blood, and

that He may dwell in us and we in Him ; and

then, after the humble supplication that our

sins may not hinder the acceptance of our ser-

vice, the Prayer ends, as it began, with an

ascription of praise. Every Communicant

should most devoutly and earnestly make the

whole Prayer his own by the Amen, which pro-

fesses his faith and seals his petition.

14. If a Hymn is sung after the Prayer of

Consecration, it may be a Hymn of Praise, as

continuing for a short time the Doxology at the

close of the Prayer, or a Hymn of Faith and

Penitence, as a repeated Prayer of Humble

Access, such as the petition, " O Lamb of God,
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Who takest away the sins of the world, Have

mercy upon us."

15. The Priest then receives the Communion

in both kinds himself, and afterwards, accord-

ing to the primitive order, proceeds to adminis-

ter the Elements, first to the clergy and then

to the people. An interval will thus occur,

which you will do well to employ in secret

prayer till your turn to communicate has come.

It is the great time for laying all your w^ants

and necessities before God. Make, therefore,

good use of it. Pray earnestly for grace to

help you to overcome your besetting sins, and

for strength to resist temptation. Pray for

deeper faith in the reality of your Lord's spirit-

ual Presence in this Holy Sacrament, and with

prayer for yourselves unite earnest interces-

sion for others, for the Church, the Clergy,

your family and friends, your enemies, and

any whom you may know to be in sorrow or

sickness, in temptation or trouble.

16. Then, when your turn to communicate

has come, draw near with humble faith and

deep reverence, and meekly kneeling upon

your knees, partake of the consecrated Ele-

ments, which your Lord commanded to be

received " to your great and endless comfort."

When you receive the Bread you may say

*



64 The Order of Holy Communion. [Cii. iv.

silently, Ameji ; Glory be to Thee, O Lord, Who
feedest 7ne ivith the Bread of Life. When 3'ou

receive the Cup you may say, Amen ; Glory be

to Thee, O Lord Jesus, my Lord and my God,

Who S7ifferest me to drink of the Fountain of

Life freely .^

17. Afterwards you will return to your place,

when you should kneel down and thank your

God and Saviour for His unspeakable mercies,

and for His tender love in giving Himself to

be your spiritual Food and Sustenance in this

Holy Feast. And in earnest prayer, or in the

reading of appropriate Psalms, you may occupy

yourself until all have communicated and the

Priest resumes the Service.

1 From Bp. Ken's Manualfor Winchester Scholars.

-^
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CHAPTER V.

THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION.

Allpraise and thanks to Thee ascend,

For evermore. Blest One in Three;

O grant us life that shall 7iot end

1)1 our true native land tvith Thee ! Amen.

ND now we have reached the con-

cluding portion of the Service. This

portion, which is called the Post-

Communion Service, or the " Thanks-

giving," consists of (i) The Lord's Prayer,

(2) a solemn Thanksgiving, (3) the Hymn
Gloria in Excelsis, and (4) the Benediction.

2. It begins most appropriately with the

Lord'^s Prayer ; for in no better words could

we express our thankfulness for the Banquet

of this Heavenly Food than in those, which

our Lord Himself has taught us, and wherein

we at the same time pray that this spiritual

^
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sustenance may be daily continued to us. As
forming part of a service of Thanksgiving, the

Doxology, you observe, is here added to the

Lord's Prayer ; and you are directed to repeat

every petition after the Priest, and thus take

your part in this solemn act of Praise, in

accordance with the practice of the Primitive

Church.

3. The Lord's Prayer is followed by a

Thanksgivmg to Almighty God for the bene-

fits of the Holy Communion. We render unto

Him therein our hearty thanks for "having

vouchsafed to feed us with the spiritual Food

of the most precious Body and Blood " of our

Lord and Saviour, and for " assuring us thereby

of His favour and goodness towards us, and

that we are very members incorporate in the

mystical Body of His Son, and heirs through

hope of His everlasting Kingdom." It then

concludes with a prayer that He will " so assist

us with His grace that we may continue in this

holy fellowship, and do all such good works as

He has prepared (comp. Eph. ii. 10) for us to

walk in."

4. You will remember that when our Lord

instituted the Holy Eucharist, we are told that

He and His Apostles joined in singing a Hymn
before they left the upper-chamber and went
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out unto the Mount of Olives (Matt. xxvi.

30). It is probably in reminiscence of this

that Hymns of Thanksgiving after Communion
are so frequent in the ancient Liturgies. The
Hymn, entitled Gloria in Excelsis from the

opening words in Latin, is one of the oldest

Hymns of the Church. In the Eastern Church

it is called the " Great Doxology " or the " An-

gelical Hymn," because the first words were

sung by the Angels at the Nativity of our

blessed Lord (Luke ii. 14).

5. It is a glorious Hymn of Praise and at

the same time of Supplication, in which you

ought to try to join with real earnestness and

fervency of spirit. In it we praise, bless, wor-

ship, glorify, and give thanks to our heavenly

King, God the Father Almighty, for His great

.glory. We also pray to His only-begotten Son,

the Lamb of God, Who taketh away the sins

of the world and sitteth at the right hand of

the Father, that He will have mercy upon us,

and receive our prayer ; and we conclude by

the confession (comp. Phil. ii. 11) that "He
only is holy. He only is the Lord, He only with

the Holy Ghost is most high in the glory of

God the Father. '^

8. When this Eucharistic Hymn is ended,

the Rubric directs the Priest, or the Bishop, if

^ ^
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he be present, to pronounce a Blessi7ig on the

congregation before they depart. The Benedic-

tion here used is founded on two very ancient

forms, the second of which was used even in

Anglo-Saxon times, while the first clause is

taken from the words of St. Paul, when writing

to the Philippians (Phil. iv. 7) he says, The

peace of God, which passeth all understandings

shall keep your hearts and nnnds through

Christ Jesus.

9. These words form a noble sequel to the

Eucharistic Hymn just sung, and send forth

those who have been brought so near to their

Lord, and have partaken of the spiritual Food

of His Body and Blood, with the assurance of

that Peace, which He left as His parting legacy

to His Church (John xiv. 27). Peace, He said

to His disciples as He talked with them the

evening before He suffered, / leave with you.

My peace Igive unto you.

10. This Peace, which the world cannot

give, passeth all understanding., and with the

prayer that it may " keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God and of His

Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and that the Bless-

ing of God may be amongst you and remain

with you always," the Service comes to a

close.
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AND now I think you understand, at least

in some measure, the Order of our Church

for the celebration of the Holy Communion.

You see that the Lord's Supper is at once {}) a

Service of Memorial, (2) a Feast npon a Sacj'i-

fice, a7id (3) ^ Means of Grace for the stre7tgth-

ening and refreshing of our soids.

12. If you thus regard the Holy Eucharist,

it ought to be sufficient to induce you to come,

not once only after your Confirmation, but fre-

quently, throughout the whole course of your

lives, to this great Sacrament of the Gospel.

What can you need more, as years pass on,

than strengthening by the indwelling of your

Lord, and refreshing by the renewal of His

willingness to forgive your sins? What more

inestimable blessing can you desire than that

from time to time your sinful bodies may be

made clean by His Body, and your souls washed

through His most precious Blood?

13. The exact way, indeed, in which the re-

ception of this Holy Sacrament is effectual to

the sustenance of our Spiritual Life, He has

not thought fit to explain. It should suffice to

lay hold of the fact by faith, without seeking to

*
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be wise above that which is written, according

to the old verse :

Christ toas the Word That spake it,

He took the bread and brake it.

And what the Word doth tnake it.

That I believe and take it.

The life of the body is a mystery which none

can fathom ; may we not expect the life of the

soul to be a greater mystery? He Who insti-

tuted this Holy Feast, Who died for us upon

the Cross, Who ever pleadeth before the Father

the efficacy of His all-perfect Sacrifice, He it

was Who said, / am the Living Bread which

came down from heaven ; Whoso eateth My
Fleshy and drinketh My Bloody hath eternal

life (John vi. 51, 54) ; Do this in ronembrance

^J/(? (Luke xxii. 19). Let this suffice. "Why
should any thought possess the mind of a

faithful Communicant but this :
' O my God,

Thou art true ; O my soul, thou art happy '?
"

14. And now I will conclude, by praying

that God will, of His infinite mercy, ever bless

and keep you. May He deepen and strengthen

your faith. May He give you the grace of per-

severance, that, evermore walking in the way of

His Commandments, you may be His faithful

*
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soldiers and servants, and, when this life is

over, come to that Blessed Home, where

. . . they, who ivith their Leader

Have conquered in thefight,

For ever andfor ever

Are clad in robes of ivhite !

Amen.

^^
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APPENDIX I.

•a brief JFarm for 5clf=(!Hiamtnati0n.

Let a vian examine himself, and so let hi?7i eat of

that Bread, and drink of that Cup.

I Cor. xi. 28.

These prayers and questions are for your serious

and THOUGHTFUL use during the week before

the celebration of the Holy Communion.

PRAYERS BEFORE SELF-

EXAMINATION.

I.

OLORD God Al-

mighty, Who hast

given Thy Only Begotten
Son, not only to die for

my sins, but also to be
my spiritual food and
sustenance in the Holy
Communion ; Grant me
grace so to receive this

Holy Sacrament that I

may spiritually eat the

Flesh of Christ and drink

His Blood. Incline Thine
ear to my prayers, and
enlighten my heart with

the grace of Thy Holy
Spirit, that I may wor-
thily approach Thy Holy
Mysteries, and continue

Thine for ever; through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

OLORD, our heaven-

ly Father, I desire

now to examine myself in

Thy sight. Who triest the

hearts and bringest every

secret thing into judg-

ment, before I presume
to draw near to Thy Holy
Table. Enlighten my
heart, I pray Thee, with

the light of Thy grace,

that 1 may fully know
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my sins and short-com-
ings, and may confess

them with true sorrow
and contrition of heart,

and receive forgiveness

through the merits of Thy
dear Son, our Saviour

Jesus Christ. Amen.

II.

FORM OF SELF-EXAMINA-
TION.

My Duty towards God.

1. Do I try to remem-
ber that God always sees

me?
2. Do I fear Him as

a Being of infinite power,
knowledge, and holiness?

3. Do I love Him for

all His goodness and
daily mercies to me, and
above all for the gift of

His dear Son to die for

me?
4. Do I pray to Him

morning and evening, and
try to join heartily in

worshipping Him in

Church?

5. Am I careful not

to use His Name in an
irreverent manner?

6. Do I read His
Word with prayer and
serious attention?

7. Have I been guilty

of swearing or using any
profane language?

8. Am I careful not

to speak lightly of holy

things?

9. Do I try to check
others when I hear them
doing so?

ID. Do I strive to do
my work as for God, and
remember that I must
hereafter give an account

of the deeds done in the

body?

2.

My Duty towards my
Neighbour.

1. Do I try to show
my love towards my
parents, and deny my
own will in order to

please them?
2. Do I obey their

wishes, and commands?
3. Am I respectful to

those set over me, and

do I strive to act as I

ought to act whether they

are present or absent?

4. Do I try to control

my temper, or am I pas-

*
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sionate and easily pro-

voked?

5. Have I been guilty

of tyranny, injustice, or

unkindness towards those

younger or weaker than

myself?

6. Do I bear malice,

and refuse to be recon-

ciled?

7. Do I keep my body
in temperance, soberness,

and chastity?

8. Am I lazy, luxu-

rious, and self-indulgent?

9. Do I strive to fight

against all impurity in

thought, word, and deed?
10. Do I pray ear-

nestly to be pure in heart,

and remember that my
body w^as dedicated to

God in Baptism, and
made a temple of His
Spirit?

11. Have I kept my
hands from pilfering, or

have I taken anything
which belongs to an-

other?

12. Have I been guilty

of any meanness, or trick-

ery, or evasion?

13. Have I taken any
unfair advantage of any
one?

14. Have I kept out

of debt, and avoided

spending money extrava-

gantly?

15. Do I on all occa-

sions strive to speak the

truth?

16. Have I told a lie

on any occasion, or wil-

fully deceived any one in

any matter?

17. Have I said any-

thing ill-natured of any
one behind his back, or

exaggerated his infirmi-

ties or failings?

18. Have I imputed
any one's conduct to bad
motives?

19. Have I made mis-

chief by circulating un-

true suspicions?

20. Am I content with,

and do I strive to do my
duty in, that state of life

to which God has called

me?
21. Do I allow my-

self to indulge in envy
of others?

22. Am I annoyed
when I hear others

praised ?

23. Has my covetous-

ness led me to complain
or be discontented?

^ ^
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24. Do I pray for

grace to do to others as

I would they should do
unto me?

III.

PRAYERS AFTER SELF-

EXAMINATION.

O ALMIGHTY God
and merciful Father,

Who despisest not the

sighing of a contrite heart

nor the desire of such as

are sorrowful ; Mercifully

assist my prayer that I

now make before Thee.
I acknowledge that I

have offended Thee, my
Lord and my God, in

thought, word, and deed.

I confess before Thee the

sinful deeds I have done,

especially . . . ; the un-

holy words I have spoken,

especially . .
.

; the wrong
desires and thoughts

which I have indulged

in, especially. ... I be-

seech Thee of Thine in-

finite goodness and mercy
that Thou wilt for the

sake of Thy dear Son for-

give me all my sins, and
enable me to serve Thee

more truly in the time

to come; through Jesus

Christ our Lord, Who
with Thee and the Holy
Ghost liveth and reign-

eth ever, one God, world
without end. Amen.

O LORD Jesus Christ,

I, Thy unworthy
servant, remembering all

that Thou didst endure
upon the Cross to save

me from my sins, do
grieve for having so

grieved Thee, and with

true sorrow of heart do
confess to Thee all my
sin, the evil deeds I have
done and the good deeds
I have left undone, even
as thou knowest them
all. Thy property is al-

ways to have mercy and
to forgive, and Thou dost

invite the weary and the

heavy laden to come to

Thee. I pray Thee, for

Thy mercy's sake, to

grant unto me that Thy
Cross and Passion may
abound to my salvation.

Make me to forsake those

sins which do most easily

*-
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beset me, and enable nie

to turn from the evil of

my ways, and with all

my heart to turn to Thee,
and strive to do Thy holy

will, now and evermore.

Amen.

OLORD Jesus Christ,

Who for our Re-
demption wast content to

be betrayed into the

hands of men, to suffer

and to die; Do Thou, O
Lord, by Thy holy Cross

and sacred Death, deliver

me from all my sins, and
grant me grace in faith

and true repentance to

receive the holy Sacra-

ment of Thy Body and
Blood. Accept, I be-

seech Thee, the confes-

sion of my sins I have
now made before Thee.
Send Thy Holy Spirit,

and make me worthy to

approach Thy holy

Feast. Let the immortal
Food, which Thou dost

therein vouchsafe me,
strengthen and refresh

my soul, that I may with

new life and vigour run

the way of Thy Com-

mandments, and do that

which is well-pleasing in

Thy sight, to Thy honour
and glory. Amen.

IV.

HYMNS.

Thai Rock was Christ.

I Cor. X. 4.

Rock of Ages, cleft for

me.
Let me hide myself in

Thee:
Let the Water and the

Blood,

From Thy riven Side
which flow'd,

Be of sin the double cure,

Cleanse me from its guilt

and power.

Nothing in my hand I

bring;

Simply to Thy Cross 1

cling;

Guilty, plead Thy right-

eousness;

Helpless, look to Thee
for grace;

Foul, I to the fountain

fly,

Wash me, Saviour, or I

die!

^- *
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Not the labours of my
hands

Can fulfil Thy law's de-

mands ;

Could my zeal no respite

know,
Could my tears for ever

flow,

All for sin could not

atone;

Thou must save, and
Thou alone.

While I draw this fleet-

ing breath,

When mine eyelids close

in death,

When I soar to worlds
unknown,

See Thee on Thy judg-

ment throne.

Rock of Ages, cleft for

me,
Let me hide myself in

Thee. Amen.

The precious Blood of
Christ. I Pet. i. 19.

Glory be to Jesus,
Who, in bitter pains.

Poured for me the life-

blood

From His sacred veins.

Grace and life eternal

In that Blood I find

;

Blest be His compassion
Infinitely kind.

Blest through endless

ages

Be the precious Stream,

Which from endless tor-

ments
Did the world redeem.

Abel's blood for ven-

geance
Pleaded to the skies;

But the Blood of Jesus
For our pardon cries.

Oft as it is sprinkled

On our guilty hearts,

Satan in confusion

Terror-struck departs.

Oft as earth exulting

Wafts its praise on
high.

Angel-hosts rejoicing

Make their glad reply.

Lift ye, then, your voices;

Swell the mighty flood

;

Louder still and louder

Praise the precious

Blood. Amen.
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Him that cometh to Me
I will in no zoise cast

out. St. John vi. 37.

Just as I am, without one
plea,

But that Thy Blood was
shed for me,

And that Thou bidd'st

me come to Thee,

O Lamb of God, I come !

Just as I am, and waiting

not

To rid my soul of one
dark blot.

To Thee, Whose Blood
can cleanse each
spot,

O Lamb of God, I come

!

Just as I am, though
tossed about

With many a conflict,

many a doubt.

Fightings within, and
fears without,

O Lamb of God, I come !

Just as I am, poor,

wretched, blind;

Sight, riches, healing of

the mind.

Yea, all 1 need, in Thee
to find,

O Lamb of God, I come !

Just as I am. Thou wilt

receive.

Wilt welcome, pardon,

cleanse, reUeve;

Because Thy promise I

believe,

O Lamb of God, I come

!

Just as I am. Thy love

unknown
Has broken every barrier

down;
Now, to be Thine, yea.

Thine alone,

O Lamb of God, I come

!

Just as I am, of that free

love

The breadth, length,

depth, and height to

prove.

Here for a season, then

above,

O Lamb of God, I come

!

Amen.

^
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)raijcrs anti ©cbotions for use tiuring tfjc

(iTclcfaratton of tf)c l^olg (Jl^ommunion.

Sweet, atuful hour ! the only sound

One gentle footstep gliding round,

Offering by turns on Jesu^s part

The boon to every hand and heart.

The Christian Year.

I.

PRAYERS AND DEVO-
TIONS.

O LORD Jesus Christ,

Thou hast said,

" Come unto Me, all ye

that labour, and are

heavy laden, and I will

give you rest." Behold,

Lord, I come to Thee
according to Thy most
gracious invitation, not

trusting in my own right-

eousness, but in Thy
manifold and great mer-

cies. Wash me through-

ly from my wickedness,

and cleanse me from my

sin, and of Thy gracious

goodness direct me in

this service. Grant that

all the faculties of my
soul and body may be
intent rightly to appre-

hend and humbly to re-

ceive this Eternal Food,
this Bread of Life, and
that by Thy grace I may
obtain the remission of

my sins and everlasting

salvation, O Lord, my
Saviour and Redeemer.
Amen.

2.

O ALMIGHTY God
and merciful Father,

listen, I beseech Thee,
to my prayer. I believe

*-
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that Thy dearly beloved

Son did institute and or-

dain this heavenly feast

for the strengthening and
refreshing of my soul.

lie hath promised me,

if I come worthily, that

I shall receive His most
precious Body and Blood,

with all other jjenetits of

His Passion. So wash
and cleanse my soul, O
Lord, that I may now
and at all times come
prepared by hearty pray-

ers and devotions, and
be made worthy of this

infinite blessing; through

the merits of the same
Jesus Christ, Who gave

His Body and Blood for

me. Amen.

n.

DURING THE OFFER-
TORY.

BLESSED be Thou,
O Lord God of

Israel, our Father, for

all that is in the heaven

and the earth is Thine.

All things come of Thee,

and of Thine own do we
give Thee.

When you give your
Alms.

LORD, keep me from
all vain expenses,

that I may always have
to give to him that need-

eth. In the hour of

death, and in the day of

judgment, good Lord,

deliver me. Amen.

III.

AT THE COMFORTABLE
WORDS.

LORD, I believe; in-

crease my faith, so

that eating the Bread of

Life, and drinking the

Blood of the new Cove-
nant, I may have ever-

lasting life.

LORD, I believe that

the saying of Thy
blessed Apostle St. Paul
is true, and I receive it.

Stay Thou me in this

faith, and cleanse me
from my sin.
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O DIVINE Advocate,
intercede for me in

this Holy Mystery which
Thou hast ordained, and
be the propitiation for

my sins.

IV.

AT THE CLOSE OF THE
PRAYER OF CONSECRA-
TION.

LORD, it is done as

Thou hast com-
manded, and I doubt not

but the mystery is rightly

accomplished. I am per-

suaded that here is that

which my soul longeth

after; a crucified Saviour

communicating Himself
to poor penitent sinners.

Oh, let me be reckoned
among that number, and
then I shall assuredly

receive Thee, O blessed

Jesus ! Amen.

V.

PRAYERS AND INTERCES-
SIONS BEFORE YOUR RE-

CEPTION, AND WHILE
OTHERS ARE COMMU-
NICATING.

I. Prayers.

For Faith.

O ALMIGHTY God,
Whom without faith

it is impossible to please;

Grant me that precious

gift, the evidence of

things not seen, that I

may cheerfully acknow-
ledge and readily obey
all that Thou wouldest
have me believe and do;
through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

For the Love of God.

O BLESSED Lord
Jesus, Who in Thy

love hast embraced me
upon the Cross; Kindle
in my heart such love to

Thee, that, loving Thee
above all things, I may
obtain Thy promises,

which exceed all that I

can ask or desire. Amen.

For Humility.

OLORD Jesus Christ,

Who didst empty
Thyself of Thy glory, and

-*
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take upon Thee the form
of a servant; Grant that,

following Thy steps in

lowliness, meekness, and
patience, I may attain

Thy heavenly promises,

Who livest and reign-

est, world without end.

Amen.

For Aleekness.

O BLESSED Jesus,

Who wast led as a

lamb to the slaughter,

and yet openedst not Thy
mouth ; Grant me to fol-

low Thy steps in meek-
ness and gentleness, that

being reviled I may not

revile again, but overcome
evil with good. Amen.

For Obedience.

OLORD Jesus Christ,

Who wast subject

when on earth to the will

of those whom Thou
hadst Thyself created;

Grant unto me such a

spirit of obedience to all

whom Thou hast set over

me, that I may fmd
favour in Thy sight, from

Whom is all earthly

authority and power.

Amen.

6.

For Diligejice.

OGOD, Who through
Thine Apostle St.

Paul hast said. If a man
will not work, neither

should he eat; Grant that

I may diligently improve
the talents Thou hast

committed to my care,

and faithfully do my
duty in that station of

life in which Thou art

pleased to place me.
Amen.

For Reverence.

OGOD, Who hast

said that for every

idle word a man speaks
he shall give account at

the day of judgment;
Keep the door of my lips,

that I may never utter

anything displeasing to

Thee, and fill me with

reverence for Thy holy

NameandWord; through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

p-
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For Purity.

O MERCIFUL Fa-

ther, Whose eye is

ever on me, and Who
knowest my most secret

thoughts; Send to me
Thy Holy Spirit, to

make clean my heart

within me. Let me never

give way to any impure
thoughts; keep my lips

that they utter no evil

words; let me never do
anything that I know to

be wrong or displeasing

to Thee; pardon all my
past sins, and make and
keep me pure in heart;

through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

IL Intercessions.

I.

For all Estates of Men.

ALMIGHTY and
everlasting God,

by Whose Spirit the

whole body of the Church
is governed and sancti-

fied; Receive our suppli-

cations and prayers,which
we offer before Thee for

all estates of men in Thy

Holy Church, that every

member of the same, in

his vocation and ministry,

may truly and godly serve

Thee; through our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.

For the Chtirch.

OLORD, I beseech
Thee, let Thy con-

tinual pity cleanse and
defend Thy Church ; and,

because it cannot con-

tinue in safety withoutThy
succour, preserve it ever-

more by Thy help and
goodness; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

3-

For the Clergy.

ALMIGHTY God,
fromWhom cometh

every good and perfect

gift; Send down upon the

Clergy of this Diocese,and

all congregations com-
mitted to their charge,

the healthful Spirit of

Thy grace; and, that they

may truly please Thee,

pour upon them the con-

*-
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tinual dew of Thy bless-

ing; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

For your Parents.

O ALMIGHTY God,
Who hast given

unto me my father and
mother, and hast made
them to be an image of

Thy tender love and care

for me Thy unworthy
child; Help me to love

them fervently, to honour
them truly, and to obey
them in all things. Re-
compense them for the

care they have taken of

me, and keep them under
Thy Almighty protec-

tion now and evermore;

through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

5.

For your Relatives.

HAVE mercy, O
Lord, on all those

who are near and dear to

me, and grant us all to

love and serve Thee here,

and praise Thee eternally

hereafter; through Christ

our Lord. Amen.

6.

For Sufferers in Mind or

Body.

O LORD Jesus Christ,

our sympathizing
Saviour, Who for man
didst bear the Agony and
the Cross; Draw Thou
near to any of Thy suf-

fering servants, who may
be at this time in pain

of body or trouble of

mind (especially );
hallow to them all their

crosses in this life, and
crown them hereafter

where all tears are wiped
away; and where, with

the Father and the Holy
Ghost, Thou livest and
reignest, One God, world
without end. Amen.

VL

PRAYERS BEFORE YOU GO
UP TO RECEIVE.

OLORD God, how
I receive the Body

and Blood of my most
Blessed Saviour Jesus
Christ, is the very won-
der of my soul, yet it is

*- *
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my most firm and con-

stant belief, upon the

word of my Saviour. At
this time they are gra-

ciously offered to me and
my faith; Lord, make me
a worthy receiver, and be
it unto me as He hath
said. Amen.

OLORD Jesus Christ,

our Eternal High
Priest, Who hast ordain-

ed these mysteries for a

communion of Thy Body,
and for the strengthening

and refreshing of the.soul;

Feed me with the living

Bread which they pre-

sent, and sanctify me in

body, soul, and spirit,

now and for evermore.

Amen.

VII.

I.

When you receive the

Bread.

AMEN; Glory be to

Thee, O Lord, Who
feedest me with the Bread
of Life.

When you receive the

Cup.

AMEN; Glory be to

Thee, O Lord Jesus,

my Lord and my God,
Who sufferest me to drink

of the Fountain of Life

freely.

VIII.

PRAYERS AND THANKS-
Gn'INGS AFTER RE-

CEIVING.

GLORY be to Thee,
O Jesus, my Lord

and my God, for thus

feeding my soul with Thy
most blessed Body and
Blood; Oh, let thy heav-

enly Food transfuse new
life into my soul, and
into the souls of all that

communicate with me,
that our faith may daily

increase, and that we
may all grow more hum-
ble and contrite for our

sins, and may love and
serve Thee more than

we have ever done here-

tofore. Amen.

^ -^
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I
GIVE Thee thanks,

O Lord, Holy Father,

Almighty, everlasting
God, Who hast refreshed

me with the most holv
Body and Blood of Thy
Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; and I pray that

this Sacrament of our
Salvation, which I, un-
worthy sinner, have re-

ceived, may not turn to

my judgment nor con-
demnation, according to

my deserts, but to the

profit of my body and
soul, unto life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

O ALMIGHTY God
and Father, I thank

and praise Thee for all

Thy mercies, and particu-

larly for the opportunity

which Thou hast given

me of receiving that

Holy Sacrament which
Thy Son Jesus Christ has

appointed in remem-
brance of His Death,
and for the spiritual

nourishment of my soul.

Forgive, O Lord, the

weakness and imperfec-

tion of this, and of all

my other services. In-

crease my faith, and ena-
ble me by Thy Spirit to

fulfil the vows which I

have now made. Make
me watchful over my
thoughts, words, and
actions; and grant that

I may lead an honest,

chaste, sober, and godly
life, following the exam-
ple of my Blessed Master,

and placing my whole
trust in His precious

Death for the pardon
of my sins, that when
He shall come to judge
the world, I may be
found in Him. Grant
this, O Father, for Jesus

Christ's sake. Amen.

IX.

HYMNS.

This do in remembrance

ofMe. St. Luke xxii. 19.

Bread of heaven, on Thee
we feed,

For Thy Flesh is meat
indeed:

*
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Ever may our souls be
fed

With this true and living

Bread;
Day by day with strength

suppHed
Through the life of Him

Who died.

Vine of heaven, Thy
Blood supplies

This blest Cup of sacri-

fice :

Lord, Thy wounds our

healing give.

To Thy Cross we look

and live

:

Jesus, may we ever be
Grafted, rooted, built in

Thee. Amen.

2.

And We will come unto

him, attd make Our
abode with him. St,

John xiv. 23.

Jesus, gentlest Saviour !

God of might and
power

!

Thou Thyself art dwell-

ing

In us at this hour.

Nature cannot hold Thee,
Heaven is all too strait

For Thine endless glory

And Thy royal state.

Out beyond the shining

Of the farthest star,

Thou art ever stretching

Infinitely far.

Yet the hearts of children

Hold what worlds can-

not :

And the God of wonders
Loves the lowly spot.

Jesu, gentlest Saviour

!

Thou art in us now;
Fill us with Thy goodness

Till our hearts o'erflow.

Pray the prayer within us

That to heaven shall

rise;

Sing the song that Angels
Sing above the skies.

Multiply our graces,

Chiefly love and fear,

And, dear Lord, the

chiefest,

Grace to persevere.

Oh, how can we thank
Thee

For a gift like this.

Gift that truly maketh
Heaven's eternal bliss?

-^
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Ah ! when wilt Thou al-

ways
Make our hearts Thy

home ?

We must wait for Heav-
en,

Then the day shall

come ! Amen.

Fight the good fight of
faith, lay hold on eter-

nal life. I Tim. vi. 12.

Oft in danger, oft in woe,
Onward, Christians, on-

ward go;

Bear the toil, maintain
the strife.

Strengthened with the

Bread of Life.

Let not sorrow dim your
eye.

Soon shall every tear be
dry;

Let not fear your course

impede,

Great your strength, if

great your need.

Let your drooping hearts

be glad,

March in heavenlyarmour
clad

;

Fight, nor think the bat-

tle long.

Soon shall victory wake
your song.

Onward, then, to glory

move;
More than conquerors ye

shall prove;

Though opposed by many
a foe,

Christian soldiers, on-

ward go

!

Hymns of glory and of

praise,

Father, unto Thee we
raise;

Holy Jesus, praise to

Thee
With the Spirit ever be.

Amen.

74096,^^
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